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21,870 of this lowest unit. Calculating on this'
basis we find that on the Pandava side there were
ij53>09<> elephants, 1,53,090 chariots, 4,59,270 horses,
and 7,65,450 foot, while on the side of Duryodhana
were 2,40,570 elephants, 2,40,570 chariots, 7,21,610
horses, and 12^02,850 foot. These figures do not seem to
be inordinately exaggerated if we remember that in the
last battle of Panipat fought on the same plain the
total strength on the side of the Marhatas was 3 lacs,
while opposed to them was one lac on the side of the
Mahomedans. Ashoka is said to have led armies vaster
than these. The number of elephants seems however
incredible. It cannot stand to reason that the propor-
tion between foot and elephants was as 5 to i. A vast
army of elephants numbering about 5 lacs would re-
quire an amount of food which almost seems unobtain-
able, nor does it appear probable that the jungles
of India could ever have supplied such a large number,
supposing of course that much of the fertile country
then as now, was inhabited by men. In the Udyoga
Parva, where a different definition of Akshauhini
is given, the proportion between elephants and
horses is i to 100. The commentator has not been
able to explain the discrepancy, except on the
.supposition that the total physical strength, not
the number on both the sides, was proportionate
as 11 to 7,
According to rules of war both ancient and modern
messages began to be exchanged counselling peace
and amicable settlement, Dhritarashtra sent Sanjaya
first with a message, which was more an insult than a